Inside this month .. Remembering Harlaw —
Pause For Thought Garden — Junior Church
News - Guild Project Visit

Plus all the usual congregational news.

www.inveruriewestchurch.org
Scottish Charity SC016907




George Mackay Brown celebrates the gifts of people who make, and
create, ordinary and extraordinary things - from spinning to sculpture.

“Good” said God as he made the
wind, the sea, the fire, the
folded hills

“Good” said the shepherd as he
fleeced his flock

“Good” said the wife at the hearthstone
spinning wool on her wheel

“Good” said the weaver as the shuttle
clacked

“Good” said the housewife as she
folded blankets in a basket, fresh
from sun and wind

“Good” said the quarryman as he
hewed a great stone from
the mountain

“Good” said the sculptor as she
made her sculpture

*

To make things is to do well

And to do things in harmony, all
trades and images cohering, is

. to catch time and form in their
flight, until all cry Gloria

From ““Following a Lark™ published by John Murray
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The Church of Scotland Guild supports a variety of projects throughout
the UK and worldwide. One of these is based in Israel and Palestine.

World Mission’s Interfaith project is one of 3 parts — one Christian, the
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel
(EAPPI), one Jewish, Rabbis for Human Rights and one Muslim, the
Jayyous Community Project creche. Through the project the World
Mission Council offers the Guild an opportunity to support the work of
reconciliation by becoming better informed, by providing support and
by assisting Guild members to visit and meet those involved in the
Projects.”

Earlier this year | was part of a group Rev. Clarence Musgrave and his
wife Joan. They took us to places that are not on the usual tourist map,
introduced us to the people who live and work in this complex place and
helped us appreciate something of “‘the situation’ in this ‘holy land’. We
saw the oppression of Hebron contrasted with the beauty and calm of
Galilee — so close geographically,
but worlds apart.

We met Lauren McGrail from the
EAPPI Bethlehem team. Sheis a
minister from Chicago on a three
month tour. Along with her
colleagues she tries to deflate any
‘Issues’ in the community or at 5
checkpoints — their presence alone  The early morning workers with
can do that. They will monitor EAPPI personnel hoping to pass
human rights abuses at the through the checkpoint in Jerusalem.
checkpoints and make sure that

these are reported. It seems strange to think that any good could be
done by standing at the main Bethlehem checkpoint early in the
morning as hundreds of people queue to pass through in order to get to
some kind of work in Jerusalem, but it can and it does.
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TheRabbis for Human Rights
project ‘Sisters of Peace’ in
Sappir College, Sderot (within
sight of Gaza) was really uplifting.
Twenty-two women — Jewish and
Bedouin studying together and
being taught by Jewish and Arab
teachers. In their usual life they
would never have met, talked,
Students & teachers made friends with each other, but
at Sappir College this course had opened their eyes, minds,
hearts and real friendships had been made.
These young women were truly inspiring and couédlyeshow the
politicians a thing or two.

Lastly thecreche in Jayyouss a valuable facility for the village
allowing women to find work where it is difficulof the men to do so.
Currently thirty-two children are looked after lpuf ‘teachers’ and two
volunteers from 6.30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The new carpet, just one item bought through
Guild support, was covered with clothes and
toys brought by the Guild members and
Ayesha, the creche leader, smiled her thanks
while wearing one of our tour caps. Jayyous
IS on the edge of the West Bank in the North
West but the separation fence has been built
through their land making it very difficult for
the farmers to reach their fields on the other
side, which is now claimed by Israel.

Clarence will take one last tour to visit the potgeearly next year. |
would strongly recommend taking part; your eyes lagakt will be
opened in a new way.

Ann-Marie Coleman



