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REFLECTION

Noel O’Connell (1921-1991) reflects on the moment when ‘the
world was changed forever’.

There was no place, they said, no proper haven;
No bed for tired travellers, with their dreams,
No time for pause, no moment for reflection,
To think on promises; to ponder themes.

A quiet corner was enough for Mary,

A star above, a kind word close at hand;
No other town but Bethlehem was chosen
No splendid palace in the promised land.

No royal purple for a king’s occasion,

At first no notice but a sleeping sound;

A breath of heaven in an ancient murmur,
A tiny hand and voice, extended down.

Across the quiet hills three kings came riding
To kneel, in joy, before a greater throne

Of wood and swaddling cloth, and wonder
Here in the warmth of heaven’s affection born.

The holy Child, for whom the minds of angels,
Inquired no more, but worshipped him in awe:
And time stood still; one point of no returning,
One glorious moment — one eternal now.




From the West Manse

named day when retailers everywhere are
desperately encouraging us to spend money
before Christmas. Given that our manse telly has abruptly
decided to give up the ghost, | may find myself actually
ordering something from one of the many deals that are
filling up my in-box.

At the same time, a different kind of ‘order’ is filling my mind
and diary as | prepare to enter the season of Advent.
Functioning at a deeper level than the order dictated by the
powers of commerce and business is the order of
expectation and worship which has guided the Christian
community for millennia.

The secular world has adopted the idea of Advent as a
countdown. The sheer variety of things that can be included
in or as an Advent calendar these days is astounding! But
while both secular and Christian approaches to advent share
a sense of expectation, what they lead to is quite different.

A secular Advent involves counting down to a particular day -
a day of festivity and celebration. There is, thankfully, often
an acknowledgement this it is also a day to think about
peace and justice and generosity and kindness. But for
many, it is still just a day. Come Boxing Day, it is all over,
apart from the leftovers. Blink twice and the Valentine’'s Day
merchandise will be in the shops.

But for Christians, Advent is a countdown to something
which is far from over - in fact, it is something which is just
starting. In the first place the festival of Christmas on
Christmas Eve/day is traditionally not the ending but the



beginning of the Christmas season (which doesn’t actually
end until Epiphany). More importantly we are counting down
to the beginning of a new hope for the world in the birth of
Jesus; while also anticipating the new world we hope to see
when Jesus comes again.

We celebrate and anticipate that beginning every year.

This year, along with the beginning of our study of the gospel
of Luke, that's made me realise that perhaps sometimes in
the church we get things in the wrong order - yes, even we
Presbyterians who love our orders!

What | mean is, perhaps we sometimes allow ourselves to
think too much and worry too much about endings - church
decline, the way the world is going, things collapsing etc.

But maybe things aren’t ending. Maybe they are just
beginning. In Romans 8:22 Paul talks about creation
suffering labour pains as the new creation is being born. The
groaning is evidence of struggle. Yes, but also an expression
of hopeful eager longing for what or who is about to be born.

And so as we anticipate Christmas, as we order our days
and our activities, and as we enter the New Year, | pray our
hearts may be filled with the hope that maybe things are just
starting - here at Inverurie West, in the church as a whole,
and in the world around us.

Every blessing in this festive season and beyond.

Rhona



THE GUILD REPORT

Our November meeting was led by Lynwen
Greavy who introduced Mr Andrew
Wainwright, a retired farmer who resides
near to Essons at Bennachie. After he
retired Andrew turned his hand to
archaeology and began studying the
mysteries of Bennachie.

Did you know that on the west side of Mither Tap a quarry
was opened up and the granite was taken down the hill on
sledges, then horses and carts carried it to the canal at Port
Elphinstone and transported it to Aberdeen, where it was
then shipped to Sheerness in Kent to build the docks?

Andrew also told us about all the interesting finds pertaining
to all the small crofts that once surrounded the hill. We
learned there once was a mill on the site at one time.

All this and more on our doorstep. It was a very interesting
and informative afternoon.

Our next meeting is Monday 8th of December - Our
Christmas party with entertainment from our own Chris and
Alan Gardner.

January meeting is the 12" - Poems and Stories with Larry
Young and Margaret Hearne.
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Christian Aid Christmas Card Delivery Service 2025
alC

Planning for the annual collection and

delivery of Christmas cards within
Inverurie/Port Elphinstone/Osprey Village has
begun. Post boxes will be placed in the Acorn
Centre, St Andrew’s Church, Strachan’s, Morrisons,
Tesco, and J.G. Ross at Highclere during the course
of the evening of 5" December, allowing people to
post their local cards from 6*" December until the
last posting date of 15" December.

The minimum donation requested per card is 50p which is the
same as it was last year. All funds raised go to Christian Aid.

Current volunteers, for whose help we are very grateful, are
currently being contacted. We are always on the look-out for new
volunteers to help deliver the cards, and if you would like to get
involved, we would do our best to match you to a street or two
close to your home. Only one delivery is made, once all the cards
have been sorted, so it is not very time-consuming, but many
hands make light work.

Sorters and deliverers are still required, so if you can help
please speak to Mark Paterson (01467 625675) or Sheila Rennie
(01467 623156)

We would be delighted to have your help!



HAPPINESS

Happiness is to have enough for the day’s needs with
always some to spare for those who have not. It is to possess
the love of friends and to have knowledge that all is well
with them.

It is to live in peace with all men.

Happiness is to have strength to face with courage all that
the day may bring. It is to cherish the gift of laughter, to be
quick to note all that is lovely and of good report.
Happiness is to find our joy in the common things of life, so
will youth abide in our hearts till the end of our days.

M. Aumonier

(Provided by Margaret Sangster)
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Would you like to meet others for support?

Are you a caregiver?
Loved one 1n a care setting?

Come along to

Inverurie West Church

For a

Carers’ Cuppa

Thursday 18" December 2025

Drop in any time between 2 - 4 pm

Tel 07905 580371 for more information




15| 16| )17] |18
10{111])12])13]]14

Preparing for Advent 2025
I am hoping to get some sort of Advent Art display organised
for December. If you would like to be involved, please drop me
a message. All are welcome - if you have ideas - great! If you
just want to join in - great! I am anticipating a couple of

evening sessions and there is alwajs cake involved. Please
contact me on 07922172351 or huxtable424@btinternet.com (Oi){:
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you are interested.
Sharon

ADVENT
NOVEMBER 30" - DECEMBER 25®



K105 CORNER

) A few Christmas Jokes
and Riddles and a Poem!

1.  What is Santa’s favourite job

in the garden?

2. Why was the scarecrow

nominated to get a Nobel prize?

3. What do you call an elf who

sings?

4. What's the difference between Hanukkah and a dragon?

5. What do you call a showman in July?

6. Where do elves go to vote?

7. What did the little boy’s mummy say when he asked for
a puppy for Christmas?

8. How do you know when Santa is around?

9. Which one of Santa’s reindeer can you see from outer
space?

10.  Why does Santa come down the chimney?
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KEEPING CHRISTMAS (Eleanor Farjeon)

How will your Christmas keep?
Feasting, fasting or asleep?
Will you laugh or will you pray
Or will you forget the day?

Be it kept with joy or pray’r,
Keep of either some to spare;
Whatsoever brings the day,
Do not keep - but give away.

THE CHRISTINGLE

A Christingle is a symbolic object used in Christian services
during Advent to celebrate Jesus as the light of the
world. It consists of an orange, with a candle on
top, and is decorated with a red ribbon, four sticks,
and various fruits or sweets, each item having a
specific meaning.The red ribbon wrapped around
the orange represents the blood of Christ. The
dried fruits and/or sweets skewered on cocktail
sticks pushed into the orange, represent the fruits
of the earth and the four seasons. The celebration itself is
named after these objects and involves lighting the candles
to spread a message of hope.
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INVERURIE COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (ICP)

Inverurie Community Partnership (ICP) Pantry is a non-referral
foodbank operating on a pantry model allowing members the
dignity of being able to choose the goods they need as opposed to
being issued with an emergency food parcel, for

example. Following the closure of the food larder at Grampian
Opportunities in early 2023, this completely volunteer run
organisation, ICP, was formed and opened our doors on 3rd
September 2023. Since then we have adapted to the needs of the
community and our membership currently stands at almost

600. For a £5 annual membership fee and a £2 donation per
visit, members can visit twice in a week and select from fresh fruit
and veg, bakery goods, milk and dairy produce, frozen food and
tinned and packeted items. We also stock toiletry, household &
hygiene products, pet food and a small selection of baby

items. Our stock comes from supermarket surplus but much of our
packeted and tinned items we now have to purchase. We are
incredibly grateful to the wonderful community, businesses and
community groups who donate items to help keep our shelves
stocked. This is especially true at Christmas time which is so
fitting for the season and such a blessing for our organisation. We
have flyers available detailing general items we need for the winter
months and also items needed to make Christmas possible for those
unable to think about buying in extras.

We are situated in the heart of Inverurie at No.3 High Street
and are open Mondays and Tuesdays from 10:30 am to 3 pm

and Thursdays and Fridays from Inverurie Community
10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Please do drop , Partnership
in to see us as we would be delighted to e nverurie Bowlir
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show you around. You can email us on yack®

inveruriecommunitypartnership@gmail.com or call Ingrid Baker
on 07437 421410 for further information.



mailto:inveruriecommunitypartnership@gmail.com
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help. Please heln ue help the community. doONAations of items on this list

We desperately need....
MEALS IN A TIH oo
JARS OF PASTA/CURRY SAUCE
TINNED PEAS, CARROTS OR POTATOES
PACKETS OF NOODLES
CEREALS
MEATBALLS
CHICKPEAS & KIDNEY BEANS
SPAOHETTI HOOPS
TINNED SWEETCORMN
TUNA
TIHNS OF SOUP
TINS OF BAKED BEANS
CUSTARD
CREAMED RICE
TINHED FRUIT
SMALL JARS OF COFFEE
SUGAR
“FREE FROM™ PRODUCTS

Or anything non psrishable you can spars!
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Inverurie Community Partnership

Festive Food Appeal

... and with Christmas So we can give the little extras to help bring
f . Christmas to the community, we are in need of the
ast appI'OaChlllg the following Festive food items:
following items would s RO it W
Tinned Vegetables ocolate Coins
also be greatly Stuffing Sy O
. Grav ection Boxes/Sweets
appreciated. hvistrmas Pucding Naconcocte
Custard or Evaporated Milk  gigcuits
Mince Pies Savoury Snacks
Boxes of Chocolate
Boxes of Shortbread
Biscuits

Registered
SCIo
SC052759 ¥




Church Calendar/Ways of connecting
December 2025 / January 2026

If you are worshipping from home, you
can connect as usual via the West
church website and Youtube channels.

Tue 2 Dec

Sun 7 Dec
Sun 14 Dec

Wed 17 Dec

Thu 18 Dec

Sun 21 Dec

December

7 pm Christian Education Advent
Evening. Advent reflection led by our
Christian Education team. Mince pies prov1ded.

11am Advent Morning Worship.
11am Advent Morning Worship.

7.30 pm Advent Bible study via Zoom
contact Rhona for the link.

12.30 — 1.30 pm Working carols at
the West with Inverurie District
Churches Together. Bring your own
picnic!

11 am Advent Morning Worship
including all age ‘Pop up nativity’.

3 pm ‘Hope and Light’ reflective
service (for those who find this time
of year difficult or just want a quiet
pause) Please note change of date from
that intimated last month.




Wed 24 Dec 4 pm IDCT ‘Christingle Service’ at St
Andrew’s.

11.30 pm joint Watch Night service at the
West (Carol singing from 11pm).

Thu 25 Dec 10 am joint Christmas Day family worship at
Inverurie St Andrew’s.
12 — 5 pm ‘Jingle and Mingle’.

This year Inverurie West Parish Church will be one of the host
venues for ‘Jingle and Mingle’, an Aberdeenshire community
Christmas Day event offering a Christmas Dinner for those who
find Christmas a struggle or might otherwise be spending it on their
own.

If you think you might have an hour or two to spare between 12-5
on Christmas Day to be a duty officer for the church (being in the
background keeping things running smoothly) please contact
Rhona.

Alternatively, the Jingle and Mingle group are still looking for
people to ‘host’ a table (free Christmas Meal included). This would
involve serving food to and dining with a table of guests,
facilitating some jingling and mingling. If interested in
volunteering for this, you can register to do so here:
https://forms.office.com/e/X2Jn06kJkY

Sun 28 Dec 10 am joint service at Inverurie St Andrew’s

Rhona is on annual leave from Dec 26 to Jan 3. Rev Carl Irvine
will provide pastoral cover during this period.


https://forms.office.com/e/X2Jn06kJkY

Sun 4 Jan

Sun 11 Jan

Sun 18 Jan

Tue 20 Jan

Sun 25 Jan

Encounter

January

11 am Morning Worship.
Hospitality time after the service.

3 - 4.30 pm Play Church. Interactive storytelling
and drama for the whole family.

11 am Morning Worship.
Hospitality time after the service.

11 am Morning Worship.
Hospitality time after the service.

7.00 pm Kirk session.

11 am Morning Worship followed by informal
Communion.

If you have material for Encounter email:
encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org by Wed 21 Jan.

Children are welcome at all services. Most weeks during school
terms we offer Junior Church for children who wish to go

downstairs partway through the service. Activities and toys can
also be found in our ‘play as you worship’ box in the sanctuary.

The prayer group continues to meet regularly on a Thursday
morning. Prayer requests can be sent to
olive.duncan@hotmail.co.uk or duncan.lindal @btinternet.com



mailto:duncan.linda1@btinternet.com

learn, laugh, live

Inverurie and District u3a goes live on
13 January at 10.30am in St Andrew’s Church Hall, Inverurie

If you are retired or no longer in full-time work, u3a is meant for
you. It brings together people who want to learn new skills and
share their knowledge and interests with others. Members can join
in a range of activities and share experiences in the company of
new friends.
What is u3a?

Meetings are held each month with a guest speaker, to which all
members are invited. More importantly, members meet in special
interest groups, with topics decided by, and led by, the members
themselves. The number and range of subjects is limited only by
their imagination and the choices they make.
Founded by the Third Age Trust, it has branches all over the
country, with links through a Scottish network to share information
and ideas. Each branch is managed locally by its own members to
organise groups and events.

What happens now
If you are interested in anything from photography to philosophy,
crosswords to cooking, archaeology to arts and crafts, walking to
talking, or just want to meet with new people to share ideas, we
would like to invite you to our inaugural meeting to find out more.
It takes place on Tuesday 13™ January at 10.30 am in St
Andrews Church Hall, Inverurie

You will be very welcome
More information can be found on the Inverurie and District u3a
Facebook page and on our website which will be starting soon.



SOCIAL/FUNDRAISING TEAM UPDATES

On Saturday 22 November we held a fund-raising quiz in
the Acorn Centre. Thanks to Larry and Liz Young, our quiz
night saw 15 teams competing. We had a draw with 2
winning teams on 70 points (out of 80!) and raised £510
from ticket sales and the raffle.

We continue to run our reuse/recycle pre-loved baubles
and other Christmas decorations again.

the Acorn Centre with Christmas items which you
can pick up for a donation to church funds. Items can be
dropped off at church on Sundays or at any time at the Acorn
Centre. If you need items collected, please let us know.

Joyce Petrie
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HOSPITALS;
CHRISTMAS
CAROL
CONCERT

FEATHRING
THE GRAMPIAN HOSPITALS®
CHRISTMAS CHOIR

CONCORDIA STRING ORCHESTRA
BON ACCORD BRASS QUINTET

Grampian Hospitals’ Christmas
Carol Concert — Young Lives vs
Cancer. Sunday 14" Dec 2.30 pm.
The Grampian Hospitals’ Choir
proudly return to the Music Hall
this Christmas. Conducted by Tim
Tricker, accompanied by the
Concordia String Orchestra and
the Bon Accord Brass Quintet.

WITH GUEST ARTISTES

FRENCH HORN. MURRAY BALFOUR
ABBOTSWELL SCHOOL PS CHOIR
Assnnmc:r; s::m;n QUART o
PIPERS. ABERDEEN MUSIC s& y
SUN 14 DECEMBER%ZS | 2:30P
ABERDEEN MUSIC HALL



WHO’S WHO AT THE WEST

Minister Rev Rhona Cathcart 620285
r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org
Session Clerk Morag Mitchell 629312
sessionclerk@inveruriewestchurch.org
Church and Acorn Centre | Judith Will 670850
Administration admin@jinveruriewestchurch.org
A team approach will be
Church Officer implemented.
Chris Gardner 07791
Rollkeeper rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org| 630495
Life & Work hene.Jan.lieson :
irenejamieson(@live.co.uk
Safeguarding Co- Valerie Napier 623279
ordinators Gail Buchan 622145
Transport Co-ordinator Linda Mathers 07842
195032
Acorn Centre Laura Gray 620658
Management Team lauragray?25(@btinternet.com
Environmental Matters Joy Doorghen 620823
Team doorghens@outlook.com
Fabric Team
Finance Team Alan Sharp sharp3@btinternet.com
Treasurer Alison Blair 620677
treasurer@inveruriewestchurch.org
Committed Giving Cindy Farquhar
Envelopes Cindyfarquhar25@yahoo.com
Gift Aid Mark Paterson 01467
mgpaterson@talktalk.net 625675
. Biff Barrow
Junior Church Team biff.barrow(@tiscali.co.uk 623096
Pastoral Care Team Rev Rhona Cathcaﬁ 620285
r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org
. . . Joyce Petrie
Social/Fundraising Team iovcepetrie2 | @hotmail.com 620932
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CONGREGATIONAL ROLL
No Changes

Please advise the Roll Keeper of any change of address:
rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org

FLOWER CALENDAR

December Convener:  Joan Feltham
Dec7 M. Gill

Dec 14 1. Maitland

Dec 21  J. Feltham

Dec 28 Val Shinnie

Thanks to all who donate, arrange, or
deliver flowers.

ENCOUNTER ONLINE - Currently we are producing and
distributing Encounter online and in print. If you have not
already provided details of your e-mail and would like to

ensure you receive the online version, please contact the
Session Clerk (01467 629312).




